The studies of British Marxism can be divided into two periods: the upsurge period (1980s-1990s) and the deepening development period (the beginning of 21st century to now). The studies mainly feature expansions of research scopes, disputes in its definition and boundaries, and transformations from case studies to comprehensive research. There are reasons to expect its future prosperity, if research work can fulfill the following three tasks: strengthening basic studies with literature collections and material analyses, changing logical perspectives by adhering to a holistically structured system, and with an orientation to the practical issues in China, conducting British Marxism studies under the context of the socialism with Chinese characteristics.
Introduction
Ever since the reform and opening-up campaign in 1978, the modern development strategy which centers on economic development has guided China to create a miracle of economic dynamism. At the same time, a variety of social conflicts as derivatives of economic development have forced China to face up to challenges as well as opportunities in a period of critical development with prominent contradictions. Confronted with the theoretical and realistic problems posed by social practices, researchers have to lead in ideology and scientific theorization, starting from the realities of the socialism with Chinese characteristics, and keeping pace with the times, the people, and their practices. It is therefore not only necessary, but also essential to borrow from those countries who have achieved industrialization and modernization their valuable experience and theoretical accomplishments, especially the critical theoretical fruits from those Marxists in developed countries, so as to enrich and perfect the theoretical development in China.
Why British Marxism
In the 1980s, with the transition of China's economic system and adjustment of its industrial structure, there were fundamental changes in people's ideologies, values, and behaviors. After an experience of historical transformation from the laissez-faire freedom in economic life to effective intervention of government macro-policy, there had to be a philosophically comprehensive and independent review on social development in the theoretical realm. It is against this background that British Marxism was introduced as a theory that could be employed to guide practice and that gradually became a hot spot in the research among Chinese academia. To put it simply, British Marxism refers to WU Kai, Ph.D., Institute of Marxist Philosophy, Shanxi University, Taiyuan, China.
DA VID PUBLISHING D The academic tendency and research trend of localizing Marxism after the rise of New Left in 1956, in which the two generations of British Marxist intellectuals in the humanities and social sciences endeavored to solve local problems with introspection and inheritance of the Marxist resources both in the Great Britain and the European continent as well. (Zhang, 2018) Its representatives, among others, are Edward Thompson, Maurice Dobb, Eric Hobsbawm, Perry Anderson, and Terry Eagleton. Early research on British Marxism in China was mainly focused on fields of cultural criticisms and historical studies, mainly presented as expository academic articles and translations of New Left thinkers' works. It is not until the early 21st century that research on British Marxism entered an in-depth development stage, and that theoretical consciousness in the real sense started to develop. China's research on British Marxism in this period featured growth of researcher numbers, wide expansion of research areas, and integrity of case studies and general research work.
The vigorous rise of research on British Marxism in China is the result of concerted actions of manifold factors. Firstly, there is always a historical tradition of "opening the eyes to see the world" among the Chinese academia. After the Opium War in 1840, a group of enlightened intellectuals in the late Qing Dynasty were awakened from the dream of "the big country in the heavenly dynasty", and became aware that for China to step on a development route of independence and autonomy, it was necessary to deepen the understanding and learning scientific technology and achievements in philosophy and social science of foreign countries. When the October Revolution in Russia sent Marxism-Leninism to China, Chen Duxiu, Li Dazhao, and others advocated reforming the Chinese society through Marxism. It should be pointed out that early Chinese scholars paid much close attention to the study and introduction of the outside world, and compiled a great number of works which introduced the civilization development in other countries as well as their political and economic systems. These works opened a window for the people dwelt in the long-term closure of the country to look far into the modern society outside. The formation of new outlooks has not only broken through the traditional understanding of world geography, but also to some extent pounded the traditional culture system of China. Till today, the theoretical work of extracting its essence and removing its dregs is still in progress.
Secondly, early in the 21st century, international academic exchanges entered into a new developmental phase, with different kinds of contemporary left-wing academic trend of thoughts being introduced one after another into China. Along with the vertical development of history, an obviously observed fact is presented in front of the Chinese people, that is, Marxism in Germany and in France was gradually weakening, while the new trends, the new schools, and the new figures of Marxism in the Great Britain and in the United States of America were becoming the hot-spot and tide of academic research in China, especially the British Marxism, which increasingly gained great attention of Chinese scholars because of its significant theoretical values, and also witnessed continuous increase in its academic reputation, influence, and appeal. Although there exist drastic differences of historical contexts, different theoretical forms, and value orientations between China and western countries, British Marxism, with its displays of strong humanitarianism, cultural materialism, and the theory of (Qiao, 2007, p. 145) . In other related studies, Qiao and Shi (2005) also point out that "in the latter half of 20th century, there was an upsurge of studies in socialism and Marxism and there appeared a large number of New Marxists and many new Marxist schools" (Qiao & Shi, 2005, p. 33) , among which there were most prominent scholars such as Maurice Dobb, Eric Hobsbawm, Christopher Hill, Rodney Hilton, Edward Thompson, Perry Anderson, Tom Nairn.
Zhang Liang of Nanjing University, however, believes British Marxism is gradually formed and developed in the process of the New Left's appearance, development, and finality. As a new Marxist theoretical mode, British Marxism roughly went through four developmental stages: The period of 1930s-1940s was its rising stage, 1950s-1960s was its stage of establishment stage, the 1970s was its finalizing stage, and the 1980s to now has been its stage of international spread (Zhang, 2006) . A group of New Left thinkers, such as Eric Hobsbawm, Edward Thompson, Perry Anderson, have contributed their outstanding theoretical practices and created a variety of internationally influential theoretical works with which they "fundamentally changed the situation of theoretical poverty in Britain, and at the same time forged Britain into an export country of new Marxist theories that can be comparable with Germany and France" (Zhang, 2010, p. 1) .
Wang Xingfu of Fudan University states that under the influence of empiricism, the tradition of Marxism was once weak in Britain, but since the middle 20th century, it became a most active area of Marxism. "In the process of reviving and prospering British Marxism, the New Left has exerted great impact" (Wang, 2007, p. 28 ).
Duan Zhongqiao of Renming University of China, on the other hand, points out that with the decline of western Marxism, Britain and America have gradually replaced Western European continent and become the central area of Marxism studies in contemporary western capitalist countries. "After the 1970s, it was already the British and American Marxism that occupied the dominant position of Marxism studies in the whole western capitalist world" (Duan, 2005, p. 47) . And therefore he emphasized that it is necessary to promote overseas Marxism studies in China through focused attention to and research on British and American Marxism.
It is not hard to see that in fact there are obvious discrepancies in terms of research subjects and topics of Chinese Marxism scholars, and there are disagreements among researchers with regard to its definition. But there is one thing that should be clarified, that is, they all recognize and acknowledge that as an academic tendency differentiated from the European continental Marxism and Soviet Marxism tradition, British Marxism has important research significance and practical value, and deserves panoramic academic exploration to a deeper extent.
A Look Into the Future of British Marxism Studies in China
What will be the future of British Marxism studies in China like? The author believes it will sustain and even expand the present momentum of prosperity and development. The reason for such a judgment lies with the current academic situation in China under which the construction of philosophy as a social science with Chinese characteristics is implemented vigorously. It requires adherence to the original incentive, absorption of foreign resources, and a vision into the future. Only with a substantial intake of overseas philosophical achievements, British Marxism findings included, can the great historical mission be accomplished. Xi Jinping points out that to strengthen our cultural soft power, we should intensify our international right of speech, enhance our capability of international communication and spare no efforts in establishing a system for international speech to tell, in the right way, the true story of our country and make our voices heard through giving full play to the emerging media and enhancing our creativity, influence and public trust. (Xi, 2014, p. 149) While expanding to a world vision, it is necessary to emphasize the importance of Chinese value. The Chinese studies on British Marxism are essentially serving the purpose of socialist modernization; so when introducing the various overseas academic resources, we must strengthen the research purport with a Chinese-value orientation, adjust the existing research notions and approaches with the times, introduce into China those schools or theories that can help solve theoretical and practical problems in China, and confidently construct a Hall, Tom Nairn fail to receive due attention, and there are few related translations, introductions, and reviews of their works. This situation can hardly match with their due academic status and practical significance, and thus requires us to strengthen the accumulation of literature resources in the future.
Secondly, we must stick to a holistic framework in understanding British Marxism. Apparently, the academic studies of British Marxist thinkers seem to be separate and there lacks internal connection. Since its appearance, the research perspectives and subjects have also been constantly changing, and there are various discrepancies in their thoughts. If, however, these research perspectives are interpreted from an angle of historical materialism, their development backgrounds, guiding ideologies, research paradigms, and objectives share certain internal consistency, and there are obviously changeable historical inheritance and shared internal characteristics, and most of their research contents are related to forms of society, classes, and national or cultural issues. Presently in the academic domain, most studies on British Marxism are confined to their own professional fields. Studies of Williams, for example, concentrate on his culture and communication theories, and studies on ideas of Hobsbawm and Thompson are focused in the field of historical science. And these have resulted in an overlook of achievements of Marxism in respective fields, and clearly show an inaccuracy in terms of the academic identities and theoretical positions of British Marxist thinkers. In fact, British Marxists have often brought in historical materialism to achieve theoretical innovation. The renowned "British Communist Historian Group" has just organically integrated historical materialism with British history, created a new paradigm of social history, and at the same time realized the diffusion, deepening, enrichment, and improvement of the basic principles of Marxism. Since studies of British Marxism were established in the intersections of literature, history, sociology, and other disciplines, it must be interpreted under a framework of integrity.
Thirdly, as a manifestation of the guiding principle of "remaining true to our original aspiration and keeping our mission firmly in mind", we have to conduct the studies of British Marxism in a context of the Chinese-characteristic socialism, orienting to problem-solving. In the past 40 years of reform and opening up, many Chinese scholars have been striving for British Marxism, whose ultimate purpose is, after all, to identify and resolve Chinese problems and to construct a system of philosophical science with Chinese characteristics. In future research, on the one hand, we should strengthen the internal dialogue and communication with British Marxism, and pay close attention to the latest progress of British Marxism and study it as always. It is true that there are significant differences between Chinese Marxism and British Marxism in their basic research paradigms and standpoints, but with regard to their respective issues and concerns, such as current social problems and development, important human welfare like equality, justice, and harmony, and interpersonal social bond as well, the two of them share many common themes. Thus, only with constant comparison and reference can we discover and break through the limitations of our thinking framework, and then push the enrichment and development of research on Marxism in China.
On the other hand, we should adhere to the orientation of solving China's problems and maintain the basis of China's social reality, develop a realistic appeal with Chinese value as the ultimate goal, and promote the innovative application and creative transformation of British Marxism. Due to differences in the contexts, it is unrealistic to simply transplant British Marxism to China. A ready reminder is just a past experience when we used to construct Chinese Marxism based on a textbook-like mode of the Soviet Union, and pursued a binary-opposition thinking of "Marxism vs. Anti-Marxism" in methodology, which proved to have a very adverse impact on the study of Marxism in China at that time. The studies of British Marxism can only move forward within the context of China itself and thereby explore and cultivate a theoretical form which can substantially help solve China's problems and adapt to China's development.
